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Chapter I:  
 

Case Studies: Common Risks Related to 

REACH 



Case I: Fake REACH Certificate 

Challenges 

 
Template available to the public 

Hard to verify (pre)-registration No. 

You can essentially edit anything 

Solutions 
 

 Verify validity with issue body(OR) 

 Ask for submission report 



Case II: Valid REACH Certificate,  

Fake Product 

Challenges 

 
 Valid REACH Certificate 

 Similar Appearance  

 Good Sample 

Solutions 
 

 Know Your Supplier 

 Product Inspection Prior to Shipment 

 Avoid Low Price & Small Traders 

TiO2 

CaCO3 



Case III: Is It Really An Intermediate? 

Solutions 
 

 Check type of registration with your supplier or OR(intermediate or full?) 

 Check whether your use meets the definition of intermediate under SCCs 



Case IV: Your Own Use Not Covered 

Note*: eSDS is only required for substances that are sold in quantities of more than 10 tonnes per 

year and are classified as hazardous. 

Solutions 
 

 Ask for identified uses  

If suppliers have completed  

registration 

 Ask for eSDS* 

 Prepare CSR if not covered 

                                                                                    eSDS of ZnO 



Case V: Is Your Supplier’s SDS Compliant? 

Challenges 

 
 Wrong classification poses 

great risks to workers 

 Legal obligations associated 

non-compliant SDSs on file  

 

 

  
Solutions 
 

 SDS Compliance Check(Classification/Format/Language/Section 8 &14) 

 Designate a service provider to assist your suppliers; or 

 Prepare your own SDSs & labels if needed. 



Case VI: Have You Requested Tonnage 

Coverage Certificate? 

Source: ECHA guidance on registration page 21 

http://echa.europa.eu/documents/10162/13632/registration_en.pdf 



Case VI: Have You Requested Tonnage 

Coverage Certificate? 

Challenges 

 
 Giving pre-registration certificate 

does not mean your import is covered 

 Lack of documentation for 

inspection 

Suppliers may disagree with the 

volume of import 

Solutions 
 

 Ask OR for tonnage coverage certificate

 Free of Charge 

 Document every import 



 

 

 
 

Chapter II:  
 

Obligations of Downstream Users 



Obligations of Downstream Users/Importers - 

Checklist 

 to provide information regarding their uses to suppliers of substances; 

 to implement measures specified (in SDS, eSDS or CSR) by their 

supplier to ensure the safe use of the substance; 

 to inform their supplier if they have new information on the substance; 

 to comply with the conditions of any restriction which may apply to that 

substance 

 to communicate with their supplier if using a substance included in the 

Authorisation List 

 to comply with CLP regulation(classification/label/C&L notification) 
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Ref: http://www.echa.europa.eu/web/guest/regulations/reach/downstream-

users/downstream-user-roles-and-obligations 



Summary of Actions To Reduce Risks 

 To verify the validity of REACH certificates received; 

 To check the type of registration completed by suppliers/OR; 

 To check if own use is covered; 

 To request SDS/eSDS from suppliers or OR and conduct SDS 

compliance check; 

 To request tonnage coverage certificate from OR to document that his 

own import is covered by the registration of OR/suppliers. 
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Chapter III:  
 

REACH Compliance User Management System 
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Why is RCUM system important? 
 

Article 8(2) of REACH Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006  

 

“The representative shall also comply with all other obligations of importers under 

this Regulation. To this end, he shall have a sufficient background in the practical 

handling of substances and the information related to them and, without prejudice to 

Article 36, shall keep available and up-to-date information on quantities imported and 

customers sold to, as well as information on the supply of the latest update of the 

safety data sheet referred to in Article 31.” 



16 

The Flow Chart of RCUM 

Downstream 

Users 

(Importer) 

Supplier 

(non-EU  

Entity + plus  

Only Rep) 

Uses to be covered by 

registration & RRMs 

Sending of uses and 

exposure information 

Request for registration 

status & tonnage 

coverage 

Sending of  

Latest SDS/eSDS 

Communication  

of uses/exposure 

information 

Communication  

of registration 

status & tonnage 

coverage 

Communication  

of SDS 

Registration status and  

volume coverage   



1. Account Creation and Login 

2. View (Pre-)registered Substance Info 

3. Send SDS via RCUM 

4. Apply for REACH Tonnage Coverage Certificate 

5. Send REACH Certificate via RCUM 

6. Company Info Management 

7. Document Management 

8. Account Management 

9. About RCUM 
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Confirm REACH Tonnage Coverage Certificate  
After a supplier has applied one, an email will be sent to importers/DUs for confirmation. 

                                                                         Confirmation Link, No Login Required 

                                                                                            Substance , Tonnage & Use 
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Receive REACH Tonnage Certificate via Email 
After you have confirmed the application, an email will be sent to you shortly with the 

certificate.  

Download 
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Receive REACH Tonnage Coverage Certificate 



Summary 

 Know your roles and take suggested 
actions to reduce your risks 
 Have good documentation(SDS/Tonnage 
coverage certificate) 
 REACH Registration 2013: time to ask if 
your suppliers will register or not before 
May 2013 
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Thank you! 
Welcome to Hangzhou! 
Thank You! 

Please don’t  print this presentation unless you  
really need to! Go green.  


